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"Black" Clergy Take
on Vows of Monk,
While "White" Priests
Constitute a Secular
Clergy. The Priests
of Petrograd.Bishops
> « r r tv» «

Are Men ot riety and

Learning. A Famous
Nunnery Just Outside
Moscow.

HEY are nghting
for the Slavs, for
fholy Russia,'* said
an Englishman, a

few weeks ago. in
Moscow, while he
and a warcorrespondentstood
talking: on a balconythatoverlookedTheater
Square. The man

who spoke had
t-een in the same city in Russia dur-

Ing the war with the Japanese, ana aa

mighty crowd of peasants now came

sweeping down the streets, he suggestedto the correspondent that they
follow the wildly singing throng to
the Holy Gate, where the bishop was to
bless them.
The night was heavy and rain was in

the air, the lights were dim, and the
chanting peasants, who now and then
broke off to sing the Marseillaise or to
shout for the czar, looked, in the eyes
>f the two Englishmen, like medieval
men of the steppes come back to life
n the light of a spiritual fervor that
-vas shaking the very foundations of
heir oiden country.
As they reached the shrine and the

bishop came out of his hour of prayer
there for the success of Russia's struggle.students were bidden to bring
the sacred ikon of the Blessed other.
Then the governor arrived, and the
bishop, in emblazoned robes, with the
kon held before him, began a prayer
or the safety of the land of the Slavs.
The peasants were kneeling on the
obblestones, in the mist and rain, with

t-yes v.orshipfully on the ikon.
\? the prayer was finished they rose

n oh-'nt, and as they
reached their feet the song of prayer
and praise and hope for Russia had heroinea far-resounding anthem. The
bishop stood there with the ikon
sternly held before them and pronouncedhis blessing-. As the chantingceased, one giant of a fellow, with
.a shock of yellow hair hanging like
an aureole about his head, voiced the
very being of his fellows in every cornerof Russia when he cried: "Now I
can fight!"
The sight of the ikon was the final

spur.

* *
Tn the orthodox church of Russia,

which most people think of as having
one creed, discipline and form of rites,
there are two separate and distinct
orders of clergy. The ecclesiastic
whose somber apparel proclaims him of
i he "black" clergy has taken the vows

of a monk, while the **white" priests
onstitute a secular clergy, are rer

uired to live among the people and
t o marry.
Contrary to & natural assumption of
atholic or Protestant, the Russian

priest does not act as a spiritual adviser,and never preaches a sermon.
He is an official, writes a traveler

studying the customs of the Slavs,
"whose duty it is to perform complicatedceremonies, administer sacraments,read prescribed prayers and
convey benedictions." As a seminarist,
where he is a candidate for the robe
and cassock of the church of the czar,
the future "white" clergyman is not
compelled to study other than with
the attitude, say, of an American studentof engineering; when the seminaristgraduates he is going to per*ADA hf>
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ROYALTY'S last holiday is the

title that might well be writtenon the tale of the trip to
the Canadian west on which
the Duke of Connaught and

us family were engaged when the war

in Europe called them suddenly home
to Ottawa.
In this great war the human side of

royalty, to a degree at least, has been
lost sight of. Belligerent nations have
l>een individualized in their monarchs.
The national sins and the national virtueshave been saddled equally upon
monarchs, until they are either monstersor demigods, according to the

partisan view, and all of the royal famliesshare in the reputation attributed
*o the rulers.

It cannot be a happy time for Europeanroyal families, closely lntermariedas they are, their lives and their
suture m the lap of the gods, the whole
system of royalty threatened. No
worse, perhaps, than the condition of
their subjects, but certainly, at least
frr»rr» thoir viewooint. little better.

*
Jk *

.lust human people are these sciona
of reigning houses. They love and live
very much as other people do. And
nothing In recent years has exhibited
the human side of royalty better than
the suddenly interrupted tour of the
onnaught family in the west.
The Duke of Connaught, otherwise

i'rince Arthur of the reigning house of
Britain, is Governor General of Canada.A son of the late Queen Victoria,
he is a brother of the present dowager
Umpresa of Germany, mother of the
kaiser; was brother of the late King
Kdward of England, and la uncle of
King George of England and also of
rhe kaiser. In greater and leaser degreehis relationships extend into the
royal ramuies or an European reigning
houses.
By training and profession he is a

soldier, and. according to military authorities.a very good soldier, too. For
years he was commander-in-chief o!
the British land forces, but now hie
other duties prevent his engaging in
hostilities, which must be a matter oi
regret to him.
The duke is now rounding out his

term of office as governor general, or

viceroy, of Canada. He was to have
been succeeded this autumn by Prince
Arthur of Teck, but the war has interfered.
Two years ago the duke, his famils

nnd a party of officials of the vioerega'
ourt at Ottawa discovered for themselvesthe Canadian west, which U
very much the same as the Americar

est. It was a new and unconvenionalexperience for them. Befon
.ettlng ready to return to Britain thi
amily decided to have one more loot
it that land, and so in early July the)
tarted.
In the party were the duke, Uu

duchess and their beautiful daughter
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must be acquainted with their
mechanism.

*
* *

Strikes in Russian seminaries are
said to be common events, and to take
no little space in the newspapers. One
tale is told of the closing of a seminaryby the bishop in charge because
the boys insisted on going to the theater,eating and drinking certain forbiddenthings, etc. During the latter
part of the course each student must
spend some time looking about for a
girl whom he desires to wed, because
before he can be ordained he must
have taken the vows of matrimony.
He cannot, however, ever hope to be a
bishop; only the celibates undergoing
preparation for membership in the
"black" clergy are eligible to take the
vows of monasticism.
eociety in sr. metersDurg aoes not

recognize clergymen. It Is said that
one might live for years in the city
now called Petrograd and never meet
a priest. To the Catholic adherent this
seems particularly strange, for moderntraining of the heads of Roman
churches embraces definite culture,
and that of the clergy of Russia is
reported to be so sadly wanting that
not even a roughly hewer education is
necessary for candidacy. The budding
ecclesiastic in most countries rather
looks the part, but the Russian seminaristhas more the appearance of a

youthful militarist, well dressed and
not a little prankish. One young man
who could thus be described had a fine
voice, goes the story, and his family
was hoping he might be made an archdeaconon this account. "A Russian
is a deacon who can sing better than
his fellows."
The orthodox church requires the

presence of a deacon for the performanceof every service, so that numbers
of Slavic clergymen after becoming
deacons do not strive to be ordained
priests, but seem to prefer being the
connecting link between the nave and
the chancel, the congregation and priest.
Thus in time of public worship. But
when the great gate of some towering
cathedral is closed and litanies of the
liturgy are to be chanted the deacon
takes up his position before that gate
and majestically begins the somber
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PRINCESS PATRICIA. ON INDIAN
'

PHOTO BY THE DIM

Princess Patricia. European princesse
" as a rule are not noted for their love

linens. Princess Patricia is an excep
[ tlon. Furthermore, she is famed to
1 her willfulness, her unconventionally

her wit and her charm of manne
1 quite as much as for her beauty. Gos
1 sip In years past has married her ol

to half the eligible princes in Europ*
> hut the Princess Pat, as she is at
1 fectionately termed, refuses to consen
1 to any mere "state marriage," and he
r heart Is still her own. Spinsterhoo<j

at least so far, has no terrors for her.
Another member of the party wa

CoL Henry Cecil Lowther, D. 8. O

F EUSSIA, wn
song of his prayer. There is a special
prayer for the royal family, and away
down the street can be heard the
closing- bars of the song as it rises to
a wonderful crescendo and lingers, as
if the suppliant were reluctant to stop
begging blessings for the Little Father'shousehold.

*
* *

A priest does not of necessity possess
a sonorous voice, for not only does he

mons are seldom heard In the orthodox
church of Russia. By the peasants and
many others of higher or lesser degreethe priests are supposed to have
"the evil eye," but this belief does not
seem to keep the ecclesiastic and his
flock from being on most friendly terms,
the basic reason for this probably beingthat the minister, particularly in
the country districts, is decidedly one

of the people and is both parson and
farmer.
The "white" clergyman is partly paid

for his services by the state.$200 a

year as an average.and his parishlonerspay him additionally for individualservices, such as marriages,
christenings, burials, etc. St. John's
day is one of income for him, for ordinarilyno less than a third of the men
of the parish are named John, and
each of these expects a prayer and
benediction bestowed upon him, a coin
to the priest in each case. In some

little towns bread is collected by the
priest, who goes about for this purpose
with a big wheelbarrow, and often at
the end .of the day finds himself with
as much bread in his kitchen as the
parishioner has firewood in his shed.
One visitor to Russia could not help
laughing outright when he saw a day's
collection of bread In the friendly
priest's kitchen, and his host smilinglyexplained that he did not have such
a terrible appetite it was the pigs
who got most of the bread.
Some churches possess an icon that

is reputed to work miracles, and such
a church is indeed fortunate, for considerablemoney is made by the priest
for carrying the little picture held
sacred to the homes of the sick or to
a place where some new undertaking
is about to be launched, the benedictionof the church upon a commercial
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POKY NEAR LAKE LOUISE, B. C
HESS OP CONNAUGHT.

a of the Scots Guards, the duke's mili-tary secretary, a distinguished soldiei
- and, as Washington found him when h«
r visited the city with the duke twc
', years ago, a polished gentleman. It
r was Col. Lowther, it will be remem-bered, who, beside Ambassador Bryce
T was the duke's only attendant whet
», the duke paid his famous visit to th<

National Press Club in Washington.
t Direct from the Canadian Rockies
r when the war broke out and the toui
I, abrupty closed. Col. Lowther hurriet
home to England. There he joined hii

* regiment and was in the first Britiftl
expedition to join the allies. And there
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ence was of extraordinary interest,
clared they knew he was English, j

straightaway asked him what the ca
tal of England was.
The Briton managed to reply that

capital was London, and was told t
that also was interesting, that they ]
known the name of the capital
France, but would he kindly give th
the name of the capital of Germaj
"And Chicago is the capital of Amer:
isn't it?" The traveler, being in a j
humor by thie time, ventured to
the monks that New York was usus
the capital of America.
Each of these monks, living in as p

feet ignorance of the world and
affairs as if, indeed, the ramparts
their retreat might even in
twentieth century be stormed by
other 30,000 soldiers without result,
ceive $300 annual pocket money.
Mues extra, tees lur special uuiciau

They have very few duties, and as
from a few services each one is cal

| Uimel® Ss
DESPITE the great war wh

is going on across the Atlj
tic, and although the \>

mention of the sea at pr
ent is enough to bring to

more timid visions of submarines, t
pedoes and floating mines. Uncle S
remains steadily "on the job" carry
mail to the countries where the c

fiicts are taking place.
From fathers, mothers, broth*

sisters, cousins and friends in t
country to those living within
boundaries of the warring nations, i

vice versa, he has carried thousai
upon thousands of communicatic
Upon his broad shoulders he has bo
countless numbers of mail pouc
with legions of missives of ch«
anxiety, hope, sorrow and prayer
the safekeeping of those in the tei

tory where shot are flying and bor
are dropping from the clouds.
The fact that shipping conditio

prevented.
Both two years ago and this year the

individual members of the party carriedcameras and, just like ordinary
tourists, delighted in taking unconventionalphotographs of one another.
Great albums in government house at
Ottawa are filled with these souvenirs
of what the Princess Pat has declared
to be the finest holidays she ever had.

*
* *

Perhaps the most notable picture of
the collection, and the one which has
created more fun among the princess*
many relatives in the courts of Europe,
is the one that depicts her astride a

western cayuse, or cow pony, beside a

tiny mountain lake in the Rockies.
Princess Pat, who is a "movie fan,"

while in the mountains arrayed herself
in the garb the movies told her was
worn by the cowgirls and the women
of the west, the heroines of the moving
picture drama. And this picture, which
depicts her as a veritable "queen of
the movies," is very tender to her heart.
But all that fun and frolicking is far

behind the Connaught family. All are
now back in Ottawa, busy at the manifoldduties the war has thrust upon
scions of royalty. The duke himself is

* taking a keen professional interest in
the raising of the Canadian contingents
for the war, and is assisting in the

" work in many ways. One of the regi|ments raised took the name of "The
I Princess Patricia's Own Light Infan.try," and the princess worked for it

herself the great silken embroidered
[ regimental flag which she presented to
» the regiment before it departed.

The duke, the duchess and the Prini,cess Patricia also were to the front in
r organising the movement which reisuited In a hospital ship being fur9nlshed by popular Canadian subscrlp1tion to the allies. Other activities of a
>, like nature continue to engage them.

A BISHOP OF RUSSIA?

enterprise being: a matter not to be
smiled at even by unbelievers.
"Nobody so cherished as a priest's

wife," is a proverb of the now warstrickenGalicia, where the Uniats also
have a married priesthood. Both there
and in Russia the priest may not
marry the second time. Left with a
brood of children, not only would he
miss the companionship of his wife,
but now must needs be both wageearnerand nurse.

*
* *

Since 1905 the Czar of Russia has
held no claim to jurisdiction over the
creeds of his people. Before that date
Russians who left the orthodox church
might be exiled. It is said that when
Nicholas adopted this policy of tolerationa Moscow editor of the ultra-conservativetype declared that his sovereignhad ruined the church, but insteadit seems to have put new life into
the clergy through the influence they
may now exert when their own effortscount for something and their
congregations are made up of those
who really want to be at worship there.
John of Kronstadt, who comforted the

last hours of Alexander III, was a

great ravonte in nis time. i*e wa.» cuxistantlywaylaid on the streets for a

blessing, and seldom did he make a

speech in public that he was permitted
to walk up to the platform, but was
rushed there upon the shoulders of two
stalwarts, for had he attempted to
walk through the vast crowd he would
never have reached the platform becauseof those who loved his benedictions.When he died and was brought
for burial to St. Petersburg hordes of
people knelt in the rainswept streets
while the funeral cortege slowly passed."I have often thought I was somethingof a usurper," said a certain
writer who had visited this popular
priest in his home, "for once as I sat
by him he threw his arm affectionately
around my shoulders as we talked, and
many a Russian peasant would have
walked a thousand miles and given all
he possessed to be in the place I occupied."
Description of the setting of the great

monastery of the "black" clergy, the
Troitska Lavra, is too perfect to pass
without direct quotation: "On the risingground across the valley rose a pile
of buildings with domes and minarets

CANADA |
in one of the very first engagements
in which the British took part, he was
killed in battle. Death already has
entered the ranks of the vice regal
party.

In the west two years ago and again
in July the Connaught party played
and frolicked in "the national playground,"climbing mountains at Banff,
visiting the glaciers, riding cow ponies
over rough trails and glorying in the
delights of the unspoiled American
Alps. Care was taken to give them a

large measure of privacy, and, though
they remained for a few days at some
of the hotels at the better known resorts,most of the time was spent in
the wilds of the national park, where
they had their own camps, just as they
had two years before.
On the earlier trip the party went

through to the Pacific coast and there,
by steamer, cruised through the beautifulfjords, sounds and mountain-lined
passages of the great inland sea that
spreads through the coasts of British
Columbia and Alaska. The intention
was to repeat the sea trip this year,
but the unexpected ending of the tour

during the last few months have i

dergone a remarkable, an almost
believable change, mail facilities
tween the United States and the coi

tries now at war have hardly been
fected in an appreciable degree. Tr
there have been changes in some of
routes, sailings have not been as r

ular, and, in some instances, the v

sels are not making as good time
usual, but everything considered
mail service has retained a remarka
degree of efficiency and the casual
server would notice but few differen
in time.

*
* *

Part of the efficiency of the gr
United States mail machine in the pr
ent crisis is due to the fact that O

gress has given to the Postmaster G
1 « : J- In tho mattpr
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handling foreign mails. He has b<

able in the present emergency to 11
such steps as he deemed advisa
without having to await the action
higher powers. Thus it was that wl
the ships of the German lines, wh
had been carrying a large part of
mails across the sea, ceased to mi

their regular runs it was possible
have their share of the work done
other vessels.
Prior to the war transatlantic ma

were started from New York Tuesda
Wednesdays, Thursdays, Fridays s

Saturdays.Ave days a week. At pr
ent three or four sailings are ma

but instead of being spread out onearlythe entire week, they frequen
are made close together.sometir
two or more on one day. The sh
raent of the mails is dependent on
movement of the vessels.
Although plans are made ahead

time, sailings are subject to chai
without notice. Each day the divis
of foreign mails of the Post Office I
partment is notified by *he postal
thorities of New York as to wl
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F ORTHODOX CHURCH.

of blue and apple-green and mi
white and gold, standing within
ramparts cut by nine red towei
Every year 100,000 people make
grimages there. St. Serge way;
founder, and the Impressive gatev

«*"» ^«nnn*Arv lo /lo^ftroto,! {» 'fro

with scenes from hfs life.
*

* *
There are thirteen churches wit

the inclosure, and the monks, inst<
of following the liturgy, frequen
stand in the nave, bowing and cross

themselves from time to time. In
courtyard there axe always pilgri
drinking from the spring they const
sacred. A stone's throw away fr
thepn are the broad ramparts that ea

in the seventeenth century 30,000 Pol
soldiers besieged for a period of e

teen months, all to no avail.
Some of the monks* cells look out

these impenetrable walls, ajid no earl
than in 1912 one traveler, overcome
the spirit of investigation, dared kn<
at the door of one of these cells. Re*
for any rebuff he might receive,
stood there, rather stiffly braced,
tending to get a glLmpse of one of
cells of the Lavra, if no more,

quick unbending can be imagined wli
after two monks with long flow
beards and dressed in loose bh
robes had appeared in the doorw
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JEKGY, A POWE
upon to preside over during the day, se:
their lives are idle. To the western th<
mind such monastic life is almost in- lot
comprehensible, for never were there a
harder workers than some of the monks to
and nuns in the religious retreats with du
which we are familiar. J)r

* ga
* * lie

"The government and the ecclesiastical I
aumui ines seem to oe aware tnat lacK V"
of employment is a prime cause of disordersin monasteries in Russia," says th
one writer. A church circular was is- Pr
sued a few years ago pointing to the.
possible evils of id?e life in religious thhouses, and orders were given for the jodismissal of all servants, and vodka te;
was announced as prohibitory. Kvass,made from black bread, is a mild and
refreshing beverage still drunk by some ]of -the "black" priests. vOutside the great.gates of the ancientLavra a student traveler recently came 8

upon a novice buying fruit at a bit of ch
a stall, and he invited the stranger fr<
into his cell for tea. It was little less ththan startling, according to the euest.
who wrote of it later, to be told that
his host had until recently been a telegraphclerk, that there had been a big th
strike among the operators, with no rn
hope of early settlement, and he had w'decided "it was rather a good idea to
become a monk."
Though it seems to be a unique case

to discover an educated priest, this insame traveler happened to meet one
the first time he had occasion to talk n£with one of the orthodox clergy. And
though he never met another, it seems mthat his experience with all he met
was the same.each one was honestly -ni
astonished to find that their visitor (}j
supposed they of the Troitska Lavra jni were much of the time engaged in trI! study and prayer. They curiously asked asj', him what they should be presumed to fl<
study, and even the scholarly priest, a e\
Lutheran officer of the army who had fo
turned clergyman, inquired just what tt
was meant by the term "mental pray- h<
er." When he was informed that it
was "prayer without books," the ox- b«
officer replied, quite without uderstand- w

ipg. that there were services for all 11
occasions. There are liturgical writ- m

ings that are really literary, and pos- n<
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img§ Mail Bewick
ich steamships are to depart. Usually pi

these sailings are noted by mail, but p<
when necessary the information is e<

ery wired to the Washington headquarters. c<
es- The mails to and from Germany and p<
the Austria-Hungary are the most affected h;

by the hostilities. Under former conditionsthe mail for these two coun- ei
am tries went by way of Great Britain pi
ing and France. Now these routes are ti
on_ closed to the dual kingdom, however, tl

and shipments have to go by Italian, p
Holland or Scandinavian ports. This 01

-r8» means a difference in time, of course, si
his as it takes longer for mail to go
the around by Naples than it does to go e]

in(J direct via Liverpool or Plymouth. sj
Because of the greater care which

must now necessarily be used in cross- p
»ns. ing the Atlantic, and because of the tj
rue tact that vessels are halted frequently
hes bjr cruisers and battleships, the ocean r<

liners are not making as good time now w-er* as they do under more favorable cir- sjfor cumstances. .

rrl- *
nbs * *

There is also another sidelight of in- a

cms terest in the matter of time, although di
i»n- this is a factor of which the nostal n

an- authorities have no definite informa- a'.
be- tion. It is believed that in some of
un- the countries at least, nearly all the u!
af- handling: of the mail Is done by worn- jj
ue, as the men are at the front under
the arms. The women, being- inexperi- b<
eg- enced in this work, would naturally si

es- delay the delivery of the mail longer hi

as than would men who were experl- **

the enced in handling it. ^
ble The lines over which the greater bulk
ob- of the mail is carried at present are
ces Ajnerican, with which the post office

has a contract of one sailing a week, tl
now being made Saturdays; the White al

eat Star, the Cunard and the French lines, rc

eg- These, together with the North Ger- te
on- man Lloyd and the Hamburg lines, the pi
en- service of which has been discontinued, tl
of also carried the bulk of the mails in ra

the riavs of nea.ee. At

ke The mail i3 also being transported on je
the Italian lines leaving New York, the nible Danish-American, the ScandinavianAmerican,the Norwegian American, if

len the Holland-American and the Russian- in
ich American. st
the Although these vessels are stopi>ed ja

time and time again by cruisers of the tliL4ce belligerents the mails seem to remain atto safe. In a number of instances, when to
by reservists of one country were taken a

a3 prisoners by the powers with whom
Lils the,r own country was at war, the mail m

yg going to the hostile country was undis- th
ind turbed. Since the powers in the triple tli
e8_ alliance have control of the sea

*

and th
have taken all German and Austrian- fa

ver Hungarian reservists from the vessels si
tiy whenever they were found, none of the lit
nes mail clerks now on the transatlantic T
ip- liners are natives of either of those te
the countries. of

w
of * * er

»ge The mail is put on board the ships at
either end of the route in sealed bags,
and though these bags are opened on y

ten shipboard for assorting, they are again

*

iEFUL FACTO
bs marvelous spiritual beauty, but I
ey are exceedingly intricate to fol- '

wr, and very long and tedious, so that <

bishop reciting prayer is privileged 1
sit amid his congregation and in- <

,lge in conversation with one of his i

iests while the choir is out at the 1
.tes singing an anthem that may be i
ard in both street and cathedral. <

)eacons of the church are not com- <

inded to preserve silence during serv;,and during the evening service,
len very long scriptural readings are
e rule, these officers may form little ,

oups for the discussion of any sub-
zt they choose The congregation
d clergy relax, and the reading,
ough interrupted, does not stop, nor

cs it seem to be heeded to any ex-

nt. j
#

* *

n convents and monasteries the
ins or monks who are not officiating:
and at various points about the
urch and bow and cross themselves
om time to time. All of which, says
e traveler who was writing of it.
ems to bespeak a physical rather
an an Intellectual view of worship,
ough, he adds, there must be many
onasteries where things are somehatdifferent.
The bishops, with few exceptions, are
en of piety and learning. Antonious
Petrograd has the reputation of bega saint. He lives austerely, and

s black robe is entirely without oriment."When he drives, in a plain
Ltle carriage that has replaced the
agnificent coach and Ave horses that
s predecessor was wont to use. only
s white headdress and Its cross of
amonds betray his presence in pass-.
,g. His life is said to have been a

agio one, and he to have turned
icetic. Sometimes his wonderful
)wer garden is found stripped of
ery blossom, not a rose or a Illy left,
r his people think he Is holy and
lat even the flowers at his feet will
ial the sick.
Now and then there are ascetics who
icomc involved in politics, and there
as one a few years ago, Humble
iodor, prior to Tsaritzin, who deandedin an article in a Moscow
iwspaper the execution of the famous
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laced in sealed bags before reaching
>rt. So far no complaints have reachithe Post Office Department of this
>untry that the mails have been tameredwith by officers of any warship
alting the liners for Inspection.
The responsibility of this country
ids when the mail is delivered at the
roper port. It is the duty of the countyto which the port belongs to see
lat the pouches of mail reach their
roper destination, or if going to anthercount.rv. «_r« nafisfiri r»n in irrmd
tape to that nation.
While no figures have yet been gathredby the Post Office Department to
iow just what difference exists between
le amount of mail matter carried at the
resent time and during normal condions,it is known that the mails now are
msiderably lighter. Probably the chief
5ason for this is the fact that less is
ritten now, particularly on the other
de. where all hands are working direct'or indirectly for the protection of the
^spective countries involved.
The fact tliat industries have come to
standstill has had much to do with reucingthe quantity of business mail caredback and forth. Nor does so much
rinted matter, such as papers and inagcines.come to this country now.
The parcel post is not proving so poplarat present, either, as it was a short
me ago. Almost at the outset of hoslitiesboth Germany and France asked
lat that branch of the postal service
etween this <*>untry and themselves be
jspended. Ait in ugh similar requests
nve not been made by the other nations
le amount of matter carried by this
ranch of the service has greatly diminhed.

* *

Schedules for the shipment of mail to
ie countries of Europe are made up
bout a month in advance under the di;ctionof Robert L. Maddox, superinuidentof foreign mails. These are
rinted in the form of large posters about
le middle of each month. With the
ipld and frequent changes of sailing
ites. as previously noted, these bultinsare soon thickly interlined with
emoranda. of these shifts.
Close by Supt. Maddox in his office in
ie Post Office Department building are
aps showing the routes over which the
eamships sail, the ports at which they
nd and the shortest distances between
ie various eoiyitries. Here may be seen
a glance how mail can be sent easiest
any country from a vessel going over
certain route.
Likewise, the time required under noralconditions for a ship to cover one of
ese routes is known. This time and
ie time it now takes for mail to reach
lis country can easily be compared. So
r, however, the delays have been so
[ght in view of existing conditions that
tie thought has been devoted to them,
he main idea has been to keep the letrs.the packages and all other forms
correspondence moving regularly.
No difficulties have yet been experilced.orat least so far as recorded at
e department.on the Pacific ocean,
ail gcing to the far east is being sent
gularly from San Francisco. Seattls and
ancouver^
The schedule for another month Is now
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VL Witte. This was because the
black" clergyman believed this man.
ilose to the emperor, had unduly Inluencedhim In causing him to relinquisha part of his theory of "dlvln*
lght." Iliodor seemed to Imagine that
ihe orthodox church would be destroyedf the czar were no longer in the mind*
>f the people the direct representative>f God and the kinsman of Christ.

\
This monk had a marvelous following

an account partly of the austerity of
his life, and he proceeded to stir up
serious trouble. His disciples and
friends, when he was ordered from the
city to the abbotship of a rural monasterysome distance from Tsarltsir.
ffltnn n nrl * » «-«-

vaui|/vu «m'ui hip reireal it»
a. quiet part of the town. As he d*
cllned to go away and his harangue*In the open air to become more violent,
the governor feared sending soldier*for his removal, for dread of the
bloodshed which might follow.
At last a group of women in the capital induced the czar to leave the ol<!prior in his beloved T'.aritzin. Suobleniency, though granted, was to be ofshort duration, for soon the monk'*|speeches became more exciting to th*-'people, everybody and everything connected with other religious or political views than his own were indicted,and presently Humble lliodor. seemingly humble no longer, was banishedto a lonely monastery far from thos*who loved to listen to his denunciations.
A year or two ago. in a nunnery outsideMoscow, the Nove Dyevitchy, renownedin the history of Russia andbeautiful with anowwhite fortification*and dull red towers, an aged nun askedan Englishman who was exploring thovicinity if the were any nuns in England. She was told there were nuncfof the Catholic Church there. "W*havenothing to do with them," wasthe answer, followed immediately by a.

query as to what particular garb theymight wear. Severe, unadorned black,quite naturally, is the dress of the sistersof the "black clergy."The voices of these nuns are unusuallyfine, and did a voice carry thepossibilities of power among them that,it does among the men of the "white"
clergy, nearly every Russian nunmight be eligible for the post of deaconness.There are few schools in
connection with the numerous conventsof the empire, and this is another differencein the eastern and westernconception of monasticiam.

*
# *

There are numbers of wonderfully
fine teachers of the languages, of music.painting and the domestic arts, in
western convents. The sister of ToH
stoi, who gave up philanthropic and
social life in the capital of her country
to become s> nun w»m «*

muaic and missed it sorely, but the
only time that she was known to have
expressed dissatisfaction with any part
of the life she had chosen was during
a visit to her brother, when a musician
was playing for the enjoyment of tl»*author."If there were only music iu
the convent, but they would not like
it, they would not like it," she said.
The changes that have come into

western monasticism are not comprehendedin Kussia. The rulings of St.
Benedict acted -as the code of early
England. With one exception, no Francis,Ignatius or Phillip Neri has arrivedto change in Russia the even an
cient ruling of St. Basil, to conform
more closely to any development of
that country. This exception lies if
the establishing in 1910 of the Convent
of Mary and Martha, by a sister of th«
czarina. It is in a secluded section
of the city of Moscow, and its nuns ri<
vote themselves to charitable work
The grand duchess is said to emplo>
much of her office toward the care of
disabled soldiers, and a friend of Uerr
a Russian princess, to perform the du
ties of scrubwoman.
To the minds of people of other

Christian nations it does not seem in
the least remarkable that the sisters
of a convent should manage such *
home for Injured soldiers, another ref
uge for tubercular patients, a hospital
for very poor women, that they should
offer to the public a dispensary and
install a free library, but In Russia,
even now, after four years of success
in the Convent of Mary and Martha,
the average inhabitant of Moscow, In
whose midst the nunnery stands, does
not believe in the oermanency of ths
movement.
Only a member of the Imperial fa m

ily could have even dreamed of founding-a new religious order in Kusria
The ecclesiastical body, even, are said
to shake their heads at the idea, and
not to give full approval in thenhearts.The grand duchess had the
reputation of being the most beautiful
woman in all Europe, in 1910, when she
entered and endowed the convent.
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just about complete; complete, that is
without the innumerable changes which
must be recorded from time to time ii
the red ink of the department. Unci*
Sam has set himself to the task of kee;

ingup corresp< ndence between ii<
United States and the countries whe
conflicts are raging. And he is carryinoutthat task pretty nearly as though i.s
wasn't aware a war is in progress.

German Shoes and Marching.
AT Berlin there is a government

museum devoted entirely to by
giene, and among: the exhibits are differentkinds of shoes and boots, with
labels indicating their relative merit
for marching purposes.
There are two things which a Germanofficer cannot pardon; one Is non

efficiency of the soldier's rifle, th«\
other a n ill-fitted foot. In either case
the soldier is immediately punished,
being permitted to offer no excuses.
The secret of the uniform excellence

of the Germans as regards then
inarching power lies in the training
they receive. When they enter thelr
company as recruits the flrst thing
impressed on their minds is the importanceof the shoe and rifle. No pains
are spared in giving the men comfortablefootgear at the start, and they
are expected to look after it with unflagginginterest.
In the spring, when the snow is off

the ground, marches are undertaken,
and these are regulated as carefully
as the strokes and courses of the col
lege crew under the hands of the trainer.Each day the men march a mile
or so farther than the day before; each
day they carry on their backs an ounce
or two more, and the speed they are
able to maintain is carefully noted. In
fact, the record of a company's marchingfrom day to day, until late in the
summer when they move into the open
country, is kept as minutely as if it
were a single picked company, trained
Cor a march or a competitive drill.

I he Height Question.
QEN. ARTHUR MURRAY said at a

dinner in San Francisco, apropos of
tha height of soldiers:
The British army has raised the

height limit for volunteers to five feet
Ave. Short Britishers object to this.
and with reason.

"For consider the Japanese. They
are incomparable soldiers. Yet the
five-foot limit would bar most of
them out.
"Consider the Gurkhas, the hill tribe

soldiers of India. They are as valiant
as the Japs, yet their height runs
from four feet eleven to five feet four.
"At one of the London recruiting

stations, just after the establishment
of the new rule, a short and chunky
East Ender who had been rejected by
the examining surgeons pointed with a
scowl toward a taller Blast Ender who
had been aoeepted and said:
"Aw, look at him! An' I knocked

'is 'ead oft lawst Saturday night!"*
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